
SPOTLIGHT
The Survivors’ Board is a
legally established body that
involves affected individuals
in policy-making.

Offences on the internet, like sexual extortion or live-streaming, are
covered by applicable law and can be prosecuted.
Online grooming is a specific criminal offence.

Sexual offence against children and
youth are regulated in § 176 ff.
Strafgesetzbuch (StGB), German Criminal
Code.

Persons under the age of 14 years are
considered children and sexual acts 
involving them are always illegal.

Maximum penalty: 15 years for “severe sexual child abuse”

Limitation periods: From the 30th birthday of the person affected,
between 5 and 20 years

WHO IS
PROTECTED?

OFFENCES IN THE DIGITAL SPACE

In certain cases, persons under the age of 18 (minors) are
also protected, e.g. when a relationship of authority is
exploited or in cases of child sexual abuse materials.

There are currently eleven
Barnahus (under the name
of Childhood-Houses) and a
number of additional
children's shelters.

BARNAHUS

Germany



SPOTLIGHT

Sexual offences against minors are regulated in
chapter 6, §§ 4 to 10 Brottsbalk
(BrB), Swedish Criminal Code.

Limitation periods: Abolished for rape of a child. Otherwise, between 
5 and 25 years once the person affected has reached the age of majority.

Sweden

Since 2015, Barnafrid has
been a government-
commissioned national
knowledge centre on
violence against children.

Offences on the internet, like sexual extortion or live-streaming, are
covered by applicable law and can be prosecuted.
Online grooming is a specific criminal offence.

Persons under the age of 15 years are
considered children, and sexual acts 
involving them are always illegal.

Maximum penalty: 10 years for “rape of a child”

WHO IS
PROTECTED?

OFFENCES IN THE DIGITAL SPACE

In specific cases, persons under the age of 18 years are also
protected, e.g. in the case of a family relationship or similar
relationship, or a mental illness or disability.

In total, there are 33 Barnahus
in Sweden, which corresponds
to an 85 per cent capacity
utilisation.

BARNAHUS



SPOTLIGHT

Sexual offences against minors are
regulated  in Art. 222-22 to Art. 222-33
and Art. 227-21-1 to 227-28-3 Code pénal
(CP), French Criminal Code.

Limitation periods: From the age of majority of the person affected
between 10 and 30 years

France

France is one of five 
countries testing the EU
prototype for verifying the 
age of children online

For acts committed on the internet, such as online grooming, sexual
extortion, or AI-generated child sexual abuse materials, there are
explicit criminal offences that ensure criminal prosecution.
The offence of live-streaming is covered by applicable law.

Persons under the age of 15 years are not 
of legal age and sexual acts involving 
them are always illegal.

Maximum penalty: 20 years for “rape of a minor”

WHO IS
PROTECTED?

OFFENCES IN THE DIGITAL SPACE

In specific cases, persons under the age of 18 years are also
protected, e.g. in the case of “incestuous” sexual acts or
child sexual abuse materials.

In total, 145 Barnahus-like
services are integrated into
children's wards in 
hospitals.

BARNAHUS



SPOTLIGHT

Sexual offences against minors are
regulated in Title VIII, Art. 181 to 189ter
Código Penal (CP), Spanish Criminal Code.

Spain

All individuals who may
encounter sexualised
violence against children and
youth in their work are
required to undergo
mandatory initial and
continuing training.

Separate explicit criminal offences for online grooming and AI-
generated child sexual abuse materials 
Other offences on the internet, such as sexual extortion or live-
streaming, are covered by applicable law and can be prosecuted.

Since 2015, persons under the age of 16 
years are not of legal age and sexual acts 
involving them are always illegal.

Maximum penalty: 8 to 12 years, in severe cases of “rape of a minor
under the age of 16 years”
Limitation periods: From the affected persons’ 35th birthday between
5 and 20 years

WHO IS
PROTECTED?

OFFENCES IN THE DIGITAL SPACE

In specific cases, persons under the age of 18 years are
protected, e.g. in connection with sexual exploitation or child
sexual abuse materials. 

In 2023, there was one
Barnahus and 11 Barnahus-
like services in 12 of the 19
autonomous regions.
Another 24 are currently
being implemented.

BARNAHUS
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