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Editorial

Young people feel at home in the digital world. They 
use the internet and digital technologies for communi-
cation, education, entertainment, and social interac-
tion. While the digital space offers them diverse op-
portunities, it also harbours risks, particularly due 
to the growing threat of digital sexualised violence. 
This violence is made more difficult to combat by the 
perpetrators’ technological superiority, anonymity, and 
cross-border activities. Digital sexual violence knows no 
national borders. Perpetrators can operate from one EU 
country and harm children and youth in another. Fur-
thermore, the rapid and sustained spread of child sexu-
al abuse material, increasingly supported by AI, poses  
a challenge to the prosecution of these crimes.

Sexual violence has serious consequences for 
young people. Therefore, protecting children and 
youth from digital sexualised violence has become 
an urgent challenge of our time. This Dossier focuses 
on mitigating these dangers, which requires decisive, 
coordinated, and holistic action at all levels. In particu-
lar, the Dossier addresses the following questions: How 
can children and youth be effectively protected from 
these dangers? What is the European Union doing to 
address this issue? What are civil society organisations 
working across Europe demanding to protect young 
people from digital sexualised violence? What solu-
tions are selected EU Member States pursuing?

In an introductory article, Katrin Lange, the Observato-
ry’s project lead, presents the European perspectives 
on the topic. She focuses particularly on the measures 
taken by the European Union, which has made com-
batting sexualised violence against children and youth 
a priority.

This is supplemented by the perspectives of civil so-
ciety organisations. In the interview, Fabiola Bas Palo-
mares, Lead Policy & Advocacy Officer on Online Safety 
at Eurochild, and Rhiannon-Faye McDonald, Brave 
Movement survivor activist and the Head of Advocacy 
at the Marie Collins Foundation, discuss how their Eu-
ropean organisations are working to protect young 
people from digital sexualised violence, and the sup-
port they expect from the EU.

Focusing on current developments in France and 
Spain, this Dossier examines national perspectives  
on combatting sexualised violence against children 
and youth in the digital space.

Finally, in an outlook the Dossier presents four recom-
mendations on how to protect young people more  
effectively from violence, in light of the measures  
outlined.1

Katrin Lange, Observatory

https://sociopolitical-observatory.eu/aboutus/projectteam/
https://eurochild.org/about-us/
https://eurochild.org/about-us/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rhiannon-faye-mcdonald-49518359/?originalSubdomain=uk
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Katrin Lange is a political scientist, who heads the So-
cial Transformation Department (covering Equality and 
Europe) at the Institute for Social Work and Social Edu-
cation. As part of her role, she coordinates the Obser-
vatory for Sociopolitical Developments in Europe. 
She analyses socio-political developments in Germany 
and other European Member States, as well as at the 
European level.2

What is (digital) sexualised violence?

Sexualised violence, whether online or offline, is 
any sexual act that occurs against a person’s will 
and uses sexuality as a means of exerting power.  
As children are unable to give informed consent 
due to their physical, mental, and emotional devel-
opment, any sexual act against or in front of them 
is considered violence.3

The digital space has led to a new form of violence 
against children and youth. Existing forms of violence 
are evolving into digital counterparts. The anonymity 
and reach of the internet, the new opportunities for 
contact and interaction offered by social media and 
technological advances such as artificial intelligence 
(AI) are enabling new forms of violence to emerge.

Sexualised violence against young people in the 
digital space is a frighteningly complex phenome-
non. It encompasses many forms that can sometimes 
overlap. For example, the internet is used to illegally 
acquire, consume, and distribute Child Sexual Abuse 
Material (CSAM). AI is also increasingly being used to 
create CSAM. Young people can also experience sexual 
harassment or cyber-bullying, such as receiving un-

wanted sexual messages, images, or videos. In cases of 
sexual extortion, perpetrators gain the trust of children 
and youth in order to manipulate them into sending 
revealing photos, which they then use to blackmail 
them. Furthermore, digital sexualised violence can 
lead to physical violence against young people in the 
offline world. Many perpetrators use cyber-grooming 
with the goal of meeting children and youth ‘offline’ to 
sexually abuse them.

Young people are increasingly the targets of digi-
tal sexualised violence. In the EU alone, 1.3 million 
reports of sexualised violence against children and 
youth were made in 2023, including over 3.4 million 
CSAM in form of images and videos depicting abuse. 
Each report, for example in the form of a website, can 
contain multiple images or videos. Research from 
Childlight’s recent ‘Into the Light’ study indicates  
that most of these cases of violence occur on major 
social media platforms, particularly Meta’s Facebook, 
Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp. At the same  
time, the volume of CSAM is constantly growing,  
particularly those created using AI. The severity of  
the sexualised violence depicted against children  
and youth in AI-generated images is also increasing. 
Recently, AI-generated videos depicting sexualised 
violence against children and youth have also been 
circulated more frequently. Technological advances 
now make it possible to add the faces of young peo-
ple to adult pornographic videos using AI tools. 
These AI-generated images and videos are now so  
realistic that they are almost indistinguishable from 
real photos and videos. The recorded ‘real’ cases are 
just the tip of the iceberg. The number of unreported 
cases of digital sexualised violence against children 

Introduction:  
What is digital sexualised  
violence against children and 
youth, and what is the EU doing  
to combat it?

https://sociopolitical-observatory.eu/aboutus/projectteam/
https://sociopolitical-observatory.eu/
https://sociopolitical-observatory.eu/
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and youth is significantly higher than official figures 
suggest, and determining the true extent is difficult.

The perpetrators’ technological superiority, anonymity, 
and cross-border activities complicate combatting dig-
ital sexualised violence against young people. The rap-
id and sustained creation and distribution of CSAM, in-
creasingly supported by AI, poses another challenge 
for prosecuting these crimes. The severe psychological 
impact on those affected, a lack of digital literacy, and 
inadequate resources hinder the effective identifica-
tion and prosecution of perpetrators; and protection 
of young people affected by violence.

Sexualised violence has serious consequences for 
young people. Sexual harassment, coercion, and abuse 
can lead to low self-esteem, anxiety, and depression, 
and can ultimately result in severe psychological trauma 
that stays with the affected individuals for life. Against 
this backdrop, it is important to not only criminalise all 

forms of sexualised violence that young people experi-
ence online and offline, but to also focus on education 
and violence prevention. Particular emphasis must be 
placed on violence prevention related to perpetrators, 
as this addresses the causes of violence, breaks the  
cycle of violence, and protects all children and youth  
by teaching potentially violent individuals non-violent 
behaviour. Therefore, preventing and combatting  
violence is a task for society as a whole.

What is the EU doing to combat digital 
sexualised violence?

The protection and promotion of children’s rights  
is a key objective of the European Union (EU),  
enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty of Lisbon and 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights. Since 2003,  
the EU has been actively tackling sexualised violence 
against children and youth in Europe, continuously de-
veloping measures to prevent and combat the issue.

© Anatolii Stoiko / shutterstock.com (1667776870)
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Since 2019, combatting sexualised violence against chil-
dren and youth has been a priority on the EU agenda 
and an integral part of the EU’s internal security. Under 
the von der Leyen I and II Commissions, two compre-
hensive legislative proposals have been initiated to  
address sexualised violence, particularly in the digital 
space. Firstly, the existing Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)  
Directive is currently being revised. Secondly, a pro-
posal for a CSA Regulation is being discussed.

Child Sexual Abuse Directive
Directive 2011/93/EU is EU legislation designed to  
combat the sexual abuse and exploitation of children.  
It establishes minimum EU-wide standards for defining 
crimes and setting penalties, ensuring that these crimes 
are consistently prosecuted in all Member States. Fur-
thermore, the CSA Directive obliges EU Member States 
to take measures to prevent these crimes, protect affec
ted children and youth, and prosecute perpetrators.

The Directive created a comprehensive legal frame-
work for tackling sexualised violence in the EU, form-
ing the basis for subsequent measures. Nevertheless, 
the EU is still required to ensure that the Directive is 
implemented in all EU Member States.

The Directive was evaluated in 2017. The evaluation 
criticised inadequate data collection and called for 
better prevention and more effective implementation. 
Challenges also exist in monitoring offenders; scan-
ning, reporting, and removing CSAM; establishing the 

responsibilities and obligations of internet services in 
this context; and improving the efficiency of online in-
vestigations.

On 6 February 2024, the Commission therefore pre-
sented a proposal to revise the Directive. This is pri-
marily intended to address gaps and deficiencies that 
have emerged, particularly due to technological ad-
vances. The proposal focuses on criminal law aspects, 
as well as on provisions for the protection of children 
and youth affected by violence, and on prevention.

The proposal is still in the EU legislative process be-
tween the European Commission, the European Parlia-
ment, and the Council of the EU (status: October 2025). 
In June 2025, Parliament agreed its position on the 
proposal. The Council adopted its position on the Di-
rective in December 2024. Negotiations between the 
Commission, Parliament and Council on the final text 
of the law began on 23 June 2025.

Child Sexual Abuse Legislation
In May 2022, the Commission presented a Proposal for 
a regulation laying down rules to prevent and combat 
child sexual abuse (COM(2022) 209 final). The aim of 
this regulation is to introduce an obligation to detect, 
report, and remove material depicting abuse; establish 
a European Centre to prevent and counter child sexual 
abuse; improve cooperation between law enforcement 
authorities; and strengthen the protection and preven-
tion of victims.

Overview of the key EU measures

When? What?

22 December 2003
Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA on combating the sexual exploitation of chil-
dren and child pornography

13 December 2011
Directive 2011/93/EU of the European Parliament and of the Councilon combating the 
sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, and  
replacing Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA (CSA Directive)

24 July 2020
EU strategy for a more effective fight against child sexual abuse (2020–2025) (COM(2020) 
607 final)

11 May 2022
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying  
down rules to prevent and combat child sexual abuse (COM(2022) 209 final)  
(CSA Regulation) (in negotiation)

6 February 2024

Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on combating the 
sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse material and re-
placing Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA (recast) (COM(2024) 60  
final) (CSA Directive) (in negotiation)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32011L0093
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a0335235-c5be-11ee-95d9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:13e33abf-d209-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:13e33abf-d209-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:13e33abf-d209-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32004F0068
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32004F0068
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011L0093-20111217
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011L0093-20111217
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02011L0093-20111217
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0607
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:13e33abf-d209-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:13e33abf-d209-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a0335235-c5be-11ee-95d9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a0335235-c5be-11ee-95d9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a0335235-c5be-11ee-95d9-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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The proposal is still in the EU’s interinstitutional legis-
lative process and is the subject of intensive negotia-
tions between the Parliament, the Council, and the 
Commission (status: October 2025). In recent months, 
EU Member States have discussed several compro-
mise solutions in the Justice and Home Affairs Coun-
cil but have not yet reached an agreement. However, 
Parliament reached an agreement on the proposal in 
November 2023. Following an agreement in the Coun-
cil, a trilogue agreement with the Commission and Par-
liament is required. Furthermore, the proposal has 
been the subject of controversy, particularly among 
data protection and children’s rights organisations.

The greatest controversy revolves around the propor-
tionality of the planned measures, and whether the  
interference with fundamental rights regarding priva-
cy and data protection is justified by the goal of pro-
tecting children. Measures to detect and remove CSAM 
are particularly contentious, as there are concerns that 
they will intrude upon everyone’s privacy. Due to the 

proposed obligation to scan content on private com-
munication services, the proposal has also become 
known as ‘chat control’. In contrast, children’s rights  
organisations criticise the disproportionate representa-
tion of data protection organisations in the public  
debate and the introduction of the term ‘chat control’ 
by actors who claim that concern for child protection 
contradicts privacy and data protection. These actors 
aim to challenge the regulatory proposal. Focusing sole-
ly on ‘chat control’ would mean losing sight of the fun-
damental regulations intended to protect children and 
youth from sexualised violence and would push the  
actual intention of the proposal into the background.

Conclusion

It is important for the EU to combat (digital) sexualised 
violence against children and youth for several rea-
sons: The EU has committed itself to fundamentally 
protecting children’s rights. This includes the right to 
protection from violence, abuse, and exploitation.  

COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND LANZAROTE CONVENTION
The Council of Europe is an international organisation founded in 1949, comprising 46 Member States includ-
ing all EU Member States, is also dedicated to combatting child sexual abuse. It was at the Council of Europe’s 
initiative that the European Day for the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Violence 
was established. Since 2015, this day has been marked annually on 18 November under a specific theme. The 
aim of the European Day is to raise public awareness of sexualised violence against children and youth. The day 
also aims to prevent sexualised violence, provide better protection for young people, offer more support to 
those affected, and prosecute perpetrators.

The Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse 
(Lanzarote Convention), which was adopted by the Council of Europe on 25 October 2007, and entered into 
force on 1 July 2010, contributes to this. All 46 Member States of the Council of Europe have signed and ratified 
the Convention (mapping).

The Council of Europe offers a free training course on its online learning platform aimed at legal professionals, 
focusing on the practical application of the Lanzarote Convention.

2025 marked the 15th anniversary of the Convention’s entry into force. To mark the occasion, the Maltese Presi-
dency of the Council of Europe hosted an international conference that also addressed challenges related to new 
technologies and AI. In a joint political declaration, the states participating in the conference committed them-
selves to the further development of the Lanzarote Convention, particularly in the regulation of the digital space.

As early as 2024, a declaration was adopted and a background paper published on the occasion of the Europe-
an Day, which that year focused on the topic of Emerging technologies: threats and opportunities for the pro�-
tection of children from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/end-child-sexual-abuse-day
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/lanzarote-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/mapping-out-the-lanzarote-convention
https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/course/view.php?id=7638
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/l15th-anniversary-lanzarote-ministerial-conference
https://rm.coe.int/declaration-conference-of-ministers-15-years-of-the-lanzarote-conventi/1680b68f2b
https://rm.coe.int/declaration-on-protecting-children-against-sexual-exploitation-and-sex/1680b25a78
https://rm.coe.int/emerging-technologies-threats-and-opportunities-for-the-protection-of-/1680b241a5
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/2024-edition
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/2024-edition
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Digital sexualised violence in the form of the produc-
tion and distribution of CSAM, sexual extortion, or cy-
ber-grooming poses a direct threat to these rights.

Digital sexualised violence knows no national bor-
ders. Perpetrators can operate from one EU country 
and harm children and youth in another. A national 
approach alone is therefore not sufficient. The EU can 
use its resources to combat this cross-border crime 
more effectively. For example, the CSA Directive en-
sures that all Member States prosecute and punish 
the same offenses in this area. This creates a uniform 
legal basis that prevents perpetrators from evading 
prosecution by using different national laws. It also 
ensures improved cooperation between the law en-
forcement authorities of the Member States and the 
EU, such as Europol, the EU police agency, and Euro-
just, the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice 
Cooperation.

A coordinated Europe-wide approach is also neces-
sary to curb the growing extent of sexual violence 

in the digital space. The EU is adapting to this specific 
dynamic and, with the revision of the CSA Directive 
and the new CSA Regulation, has proposed further 
measures tailored to the digital world.

The EU-wide commitment to protecting and support-
ing children and youth affected by violence ensures 
that they have access to support services and assis-
tance regardless of their place of residence. The EU al-
so promotes the joint development of prevention 
strategies to better inform young people and their par-
ents about the risks of the digital world.

In addition, the EU is planning further measures in the 
current legislative period, for example, to improve the 
data situation and develop evidence-based solutions. 
A minimum age for children and youth to access social 
media is also currently being intensively discussed.

In this context, it is important that all measures taken 
by the EU are also sustainably implemented and evalu-
ated in the EU member states.

© Chaosamran Studio / shutterstock.com (2476654537)
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Fabiola Bas Palomares is Lead Policy & Advocacy  
Officer on Online Safety at Eurochild. In this role she is 
responsible for monitoring and influencing EU policy, 
as well as engaging with Eurochild members and chil-
dren regarding their rights in the digital environment. 
Eurochild was established in 2004. It is a non-partisan 
organisation committed to defending children’s rights. 
Eurochild collaborates closely with the EU because 
protecting children’s rights is one of the EU’s core  
aims and values.

Rhiannon-Faye McDonald is Brave Movement survivor 
activist and the Head of Advocacy at the Marie Collins 
Foundation. Her role in both organisations centres  
on ensuring that lived experience informs efforts to 
prevent and respond to child sexual abuse. The Brave 
Movement is a survivor-centred global movement 
committed to ending childhood sexual violence by 
fostering an inclusive movement that values every 
voice. Founded in 2011, the Marie Collins Foundation 
is a UK-based charity leading the way both nationally 
and internationally in responding to Technology- 
Assisted Child Sexual Abuse (TACSA).

What are the current challenges regarding digi-
tal sexualised violence against young people?

Rhiannon-Faye McDonald: There are multiple chal-
lenges. They include the exponential growth of CSAM, 
fuelled by technological development which is giving 
rise to new threats, such as AI, augmented reality, and 
virtual reality abuse.4 These developments are being 
rushed to market for financial gain without ensuring 
that they have safety features built into them. Many 
organisations and bodies operating in the child safety 
ecosystem are not fulfilling their roles. There is a lack 
of confidence and understanding when it comes to 

tech-assisted abuse. Technology platforms are failing 
to meet their obligations, and in some cases going 
backwards. While some governments are trying to ful-
fil their role of protecting children, there is pushback 
from those framing arguments about safety in terms of 
privacy. We are also seeing an increase in the financial 
exploitation of boys through image-based blackmail.5

Fabiola Bas Palomares: The scale of child sexual 
abuse online keeps reaching unprecedented levels 
every year,14 presenting complex challenges for policy-
makers, law enforcement agencies and practitioners. 
CSAM is widely found on the ‘open web’,6 and offend-
ers adopt cross-platform tactics to target children - us-
ing social media and video games to then lure them 
into encrypted communication networks, thus avoid-
ing detection.7 The use of generative AI to create 
CSAM is also increasing: The Internet Watch Founda-
tion reported a 380 percent increase in this type of 
material, nearly half of which is highly realistic hard-
core content.14 Sexual extortion crimes have also in-
creased dramatically over the past five years.5 As online 
platforms evolve, new forms of child sexual abuse are 
likely to emerge, i.e. reports of CSAM are already being 
processed in virtual reality environments.

How is your organisation committed to protect-
ing children and youth from digital sexualised 
violence in Europe?

Fabiola Bas Palomares: Eurochild is the leading child 
rights network working with and for children in Eu-
rope, with 225 members across 41 European countries, 
to ensure children’s rights are put at the heart of poli-
cy-making. Our work includes advocacy and cam-
paigning, on behalf of Eurochild and with partners in 
the ECLAG coalition, with a special focus on ensuring 

Interview about the commitment 
of civil society organisations in 
Europe against digital sexualised 
violence 

https://eurochild.org/about-us/
https://eurochild.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rhiannon-faye-mcdonald-49518359/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://www.mariecollinsfoundation.org.uk/
https://eurochild.org/initiative/protecting-childrens-rights-in-the-digital-environment/
https://childsafetyineurope.com/eclag/


CIVIL SOCIETY PERSPECTIVES	 DOSSIER 1 | 2025

9PAGE

the proposed CSA-Regulation and the Digital Services 
Act effectively address this crime. We are support the 
TOMAS project, which aims to harmonise policies to 
combat child sexual abuse online in the Western Bal-
kans. Together with ECPAT and Terre des Hommes, we 
also led the VOICE project, consulting with almost 500 
children and 6,500 caregivers on online safety. Finally, 
we amplify the insights of national experts and chil-
dren themselves to inform policy. For example, our 
Digital Advisory Group gathers eight children from  
six countries to discuss topics related to online safety.

Rhiannon-Faye McDonald: The Brave Movement works 
directly and in partnership with many other organisations 
to campaign and advocate on a range of key issues relat-
ing to child safety. This includes campaigning for online 
safety, an end to the statute of limitations on prosecuting 
perpetrators, and ensuring that survivors are represented 
in policy and strategy discussions through the establish-
ment of national survivor councils. As a movement of sur-
vivors and their allies, we believe that our voices must be 
heard. As lived experts, we should have direct input into 
any debates and discussions about how to end sexual vi-
olence against children.

What measures are needed at the EU level to 
effectively protect children and youth in Europe 
from digital sexualised violence?

Fabiola Bas Palomares: Online Child Sexual Abuse and 
Exploitation (OCSEA) is a crime that knows no borders. 

Consequently, the EU should propose harmonised  
obligations for online platforms to adopt preventive  
and mitigation tools, and to detect, report, and remove 
CSAM from their services. In this regard, the adoption  
of the CSA Regulation is critically urgent. Yet, after three 
years of negotiations, the legislation continues to be 
blocked by a group of opposing EU Member States in 
the Council. In parallel, it is also crucial that criminal law 
systems across the EU are updated to address the new 
forms of child sexual abuse facilitated by the digital  
environment, such as criminalising AI-generated CSAM 
or online enticement, by adopting the recast of the 
CSA-Directive. While the European Parliament has 
adopted an ambitious position, the Council’s position 
has several important shortcomings. Enforcing the  
Digital Services Act is also a crucial tool for preventing 
OCSEA, as it obliges companies to remove illegal con-
tent, including CSAM, more effectively and to ensure  
a high level of privacy, safety, and security for children. 
This safety-by-design approach contributes to the effec-
tive prevention of online child sexual abuse by making  
online services safer for children so that perpetrators 
cannot abuse or exploit them.

Rhiannon-Faye McDonald: We need the CSA-Regula-
tion proposed by the European Commission in May 
2022 to be passed. Online providers must be required 
to use technology to detect, report, and remove all 
forms of child sexual abuse in all online spaces. We al-
so need a strong revised CSA-Directive to enable the 
prosecution of in-person and online child sexual abuse 

FURTHER ORGANISATIONS
ECPAT International: This global network was founded in Bangkok in 1990. Its mission is to put an end to the 
sexual exploitation of children, with a particular focus on child trafficking, child tourism, and the production 
and distribution of sexually exploitative material.

Safe Online: This Danish organisation was founded in Copenhagen in 2014. It aims to make the internet safer 
for children and supports countries in strengthening their ability to combat the online sexual exploitation and 
abuse of children. This support includes capacity building and funding.

The European Child Sexual Abuse Legislation Advocacy Group (ECLAG): This advocacy group was founded in 
Brussels in April 2022. It campaigns for EU legislation to effectively protect children from sexualised violence, and 
represents the voices of those affected, survivors, and civil society organisations in the EU’s policymaking process.

WeProtect Global Alliance: The organisation was founded in the United Kingdom in 2014. As a global alliance, it 
brings together governments, the private sector and civil society organisations with the aim of ending sexual-
ised violence against children and youth. It promotes a coordinated international response by sharing knowl-
edge, deploying technology, and developing joint strategies.

https://smartbalkansproject.org/grants/tomas-towards-uniformed-legislation-against-csam/
https://eurochild.org/resource/speaking-up-for-change-childrens-and-caregivers-voices-for-safer-online-experiences/
https://eurochild.org/resource/speaking-up-for-change-childrens-and-caregivers-voices-for-safer-online-experiences/
https://www.bravemovement.org/
https://ecpat.org/
https://safeonline.global/
https://www.childsafetyineurope.com/eclag/
https://www.weprotect.org/



